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The University of Scranton held a “Blessing of the Beam” and 
“Topping Out” ceremony for its new eight-story center for reha-
bilitation education, which, at 140 feet, will be the tallest building 
on the University’s campus. The center will house the departments 
of Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy and Exercise Science. 
At the ceremony, The University of Scranton President Kevin P. 
Quinn, S.J., blessed the steel beam mounted at the highest point of 
the $47.5 million, state-of-the-art facility. He then signed the beam 
along with University administrators, faculty and staff. 

The University of Scranton President Kevin P. Quinn, S.J., gathers with 
administrators and faculty and staff of the Panuska College of Professional 
Studies at the “Blessing of the Beam” and “Topping Out” ceremony for the eight-
story, 140-foot tall center for rehabilitation education, which, when completed in 
the fall of 2015, will be the tallest building on the University’s campus.

University Holds ‘Blessing’ and ‘Topping Out’ Ceremony 
for New Center for Rehabilitation Education
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13th annual northeastern 
U.S. Conference on disABILITY

Faith, Family & Future: 
Rehabilitation with Results

A Conference on Employment, 
    Transition & Independent Living

Most Rev. Joseph E. Kurtz, Archbishop of Louisville, Kentucky, gave the 
afternoon keynote address. Archbishop Kurtz spoke of his experiences with 

his brother, Georgie, who had Down Syndrome, and the transformative 
effect that individuals with disabilities have on those around them. 

“Faith, Family and Future” Frame 
Discussions at Conference on Disability

The archbishop of Louisville, Kentucky, two Canadian authors, 
employers and representatives from national, state and local orga-
nizations discussed their perspectives on employment, transition 
and independent living at the 13th Annual Northeastern U.S. 
Conference on disAbility, held Oct. 29 on campus. 

Keynote Address by Archbishop Kurtz
The daylong conference, “Faith, Family and Future: 

Rehabilitation with Results,” featured a keynote address from 
Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., president of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops and archbishop of 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

A native of Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, Archbishop Kurtz is 
a longtime friend of Edward R. Leahy ’68 who, together with his 
wife, Patricia, served as honorary chair of the conference.

Archbishop Kurtz, who discussed disability from a faith-based 
perspective, is known as an advocate for persons with disabilities 
and his lifelong devotion to his brother, Georgie, who had Down 
syndrome. After their mother died, the then Fr. Kurtz brought 

Georgie to live with him in the parish rectory in Catasauqua, 
Pennsylvania, and then to the chancery when he was named Bishop 
of Knoxville, Tennessee. Georgie was actively involved in the parish, 
diocese and community, and lived with his brother until he died 
in 2002.

During his presentation, Archbishop Kurtz reflected on what he 
referred to as, “the joy of Georgie”— how Georgie’s very presence in 
the church rectory and community positively changed the ways in 
which people interacted with one another. 

Drawing from Pope Francis’ message on the 20th anniversary of 




