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The University of Scranton Dedicates Edward R. Leahy Jr. Hall

The University of Scranton dedicated the new state-
of-the-art, eight-story building on the corner of Linden 
Street and Jefferson Avenue Edward R. Leahy Jr. Hall at a 
ceremony on Sept. 18. The building is named in honor of 
the late son of long-time University benefactors, Patricia 
and Edward Leahy ’68, H’01.

“Patricia and Ed, we are grateful for your many con-
tributions to the University, but most importantly, we are 
grateful for your incredible compassion for those confront-
ed with physical challenges,” said University of Scranton 
President Kevin P. Quinn, S.J., at the dedication ceremony. 
“The spirit of Edward Jr., for whom this building is dedi-
cated, will inspire students at The University of Scranton to 
demonstrate such compassion. Let us pray that the many 
lives Edward Jr. touched in his life will remind us of our 
responsibility to have a positive impact on others.”

Leahy Hall – the new home of the Panuska College 
of Professional Studies departments of physical therapy, 
occupational therapy and exercise science – has 25 state-
of-the-art laboratories, nine traditional and active-learning 
classrooms, nine group study rooms, more than 50 fac-
ulty offices and multiple simulation environments, which 
include a hospital patient room for acute and long-term 
care and a streetscape for rehabilitation education with an 
apartment, street corner, garage, car and grocery store.

“Edward R. Leahy Jr. Hall will provide our students 
with the opportunity to learn in a state of the art facility, 
which is among the finest of its type in the country,” said 
Debra Pellegrino, Ph.D., dean of the Panuska College of 

Professional Studies. “This marvelous structure reflects our 
commitment to research and teaching excellence with an Igna-
tian spirit. It is a place where our students, faculty and staff 
will work, learn and grow together. Our students will become 
highly educated allied health professionals and will leave the 
University as engaged, ethical and compassionate ‘men and 
women for and with others.’”

The new building, designed to facilitate research and 
expand service-learning projects, will put the best simulation 
environments, applied-science laboratories, equipment and 
technology directly in the hands of students and faculty.

Leahy Hall includes a pediatric and rehabilitation suite 
with gross motor and fine motor rehabilitation laboratories 
and a Sensory/Snoezelen Room, which uses special lighting, 
music and objects to work with children with Autism Spec-
trum disorders and older adults with dementia. Leahy Hall’s 
human motion laboratory uses sophisticated equipment to 
quantitatively study and analyze athletes and sports activities 
through mathematical modeling, computer simulation and 
measurement. The physiology laboratory allows research of 
the body’s response to a wide range of physical exercise condi-
tions including level of exertion, type of exercise, amount of 
oxygen available in the air, source of metabolic energy and 
diet. The facility also has vision research and training laborato-
ries; a hand rehabilitation laboratory, a therapeutic modalities 
and orthopedics laboratory, a human anatomy laboratory and 
a body composition laboratory, to name a few.

The active classrooms are designed to accommodate the 
needs of the bachelor’s-, master’s- and doctoral-level programs 
utilizing the space and to encourage inter-professional collabo-
ration. 

Leahy Hall also has a second floor Forum that can accom-
modate 260 guests; Einstein Bagels café and seating area; and 
a green roof therapy garden.

Most Rev. Joseph Bambera, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese 
of Scranton, blessed the building at the dedication. Also 
speaking at the dedication were Edward Steinmetz, senior 
vice president for finance and administration; Donald R. 
Boomgaarden, Ph.D., provost and senior vice president for 
academic affairs; Judee Bavaria, member of the University’s 
Board of Trustees, and Edward and Patricia Leahy.

The dedication also began a yearlong series of events under 
the theme “Embracing the Call to Care,” which will give the 
community opportunities to experience firsthand Leahy Hall 
and the programs of Panuska College of Professional Studies.

President Quinn (far right) presents a commemorative gift to Edward and Patricia 
Leahy during the dedication of Edward R. Leahy Jr. Hall. 

ENGAGED, INTEGRATED & GLOBAL STUDENT EXPERIENCE
PCPS is transformed by the academic mission and vision of the University of Scranton

OUR MISSION: The University of Scranton is a Catholic and Jesuit university animated by the spiritual vision and the tradition of 
excellence characteristic of the Society of Jesus and those who share in its way of proceeding.
The University is a community dedicated to the freedom of inquiry and personal development fundamental to the growth in wisdom 
and integrity of all who share in its life.

OUR VISION: We will provide a superior, transformational learning experience, preparing students who, in the words of Jesuit 
founder St. Ignatius Loyola, will “set the world on fire.”

In our quest for perfection to be a model for the “Helping Professions,”  
Embracing the Call to Care year-long plan recognizes the need to:

_	Act on continuous improvement based on an education that is engaged, integrated and global for academic excellence.

_	Implement diverse opportunities for students to be engaged in transformative and reflective academic, social, spiritual and 
service-oriented experiences that are intentionally designed to develop their knowledge and skills while challenging them to be 
men and women of faith and service to their communities through their knowledge-base in the helping professions. 

_	Provide substance to our University’s strategic mission and values through a continuous assessment plan through our many 
accrediting bodies and the PCPS quality-control assessment plan.

TO ACCOMPLISH THIS VISION, WE WILL EMPHASIZE:
Engaged: Individual and community responsibility to connect theory and practice in a professional manner by“walking 
in faith and justice” to serve the underserved
 We will form men and women for and with others, providing education shaped by the service of faith
 and the promotion of justice, and emphasizing the development of adult faith. 

Integrated: Development of knowledge, theory and skills through the integration of transformative and innovative 
pedagogies
 We will integrate the use of transformative pedagogies across the curriculum to promote
 student engagement through the synthesis of knowledge in its many forms, collaboration with others
 in the development of understanding, and reflection on questions of meaning. 

Global: Continuous improvement and assessment of our curriculum in a global society that includes scholarship, service 
and resource stewardship
 We will build opportunities for every student’s learning experience to include engagement in an international arena.
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