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Common Ground —

Wylen shares
speaking tips

By MAUREEN HENNESSY
Aquinas Managing Editor :

Rabbi Stephen M. Wylen, of Temple Hesed, an adjunct professor of
theology/religious studies, believes that speech has the powerto destroy
orcrealerclationships. His book, Gossip: The Power of the Word, which
was releaséd on Dec. 2, applics hisidcas to “practical, cveryday issucs,”
Wylen said.

Wylen sces carcful spcakmf7 as the center of a peacelul life.

“If you want to have deep friendships and a happy life, which stems
from good relationships, watch what you say,” he said.

“Don’t say things that put other people down. That’s harder than it
sounds.”

In some situations, Wylen noted, the best thing to say is difficult to
judge. For example, when is it morally proper to lic?

“There arc times when you should lie,” he said. “If somcone asks
‘where is Jane? I want to kill her,” lying would be the best response.”

Hcalsonotedthat situations affect speech. “Therc are things that you
say about a person that could be good or bad depending,” he said.

Wylen cited the cxample of mentioning that somcone made a
chocolate cake.

While this mightbe apprcmatcd ata gourmet club, Weight Watchcrs
would not be the appropriate place 1o bring it up.

Another topic Wylen spoke of is dealing with anger.

“Somctimes you will hear the advice that it is important to vent
anger. The truth is, the morc you express anger, the angricr you will
feel,” he said. _

He recommends using sclf control. “Hold it in for a few weeks.”
When you can sce the conflict from the other person’s point of view)’
Wylen said,‘then you can talk about it.

“Why make cnemies just because you are mad?” he said. “I don’t
alway's follow my own advicc on this. When I don’t, I alwaysregretit,”

He emphasized the importance of bringing up the conflict after time
has passed. “It is a moral obligation to tcll people when you are angry,”
he said.,

The book also brings out the problems of stercotypes and prejudice,
Wylen said. )

“Astrong person can say inthe middle of an ethnic joke ‘Idon’t want

to be funny. I rcally admire somcone who can do that.”

“Too much of the wisdom {or living that we hear these days i$ based
on a sclf-centered view of what it is to be human,” he said. “I truly
belicve that even from the point of view of sclfishness, in being selfish,
there is nothing in it for yourseclf.”

Wylen is originally from Philadelphia. Aflter he was ordalncd he
lived in Scattle, then moved to Huntington, W. Va. He has spent the last
six ycars in Scranton.

“[ first startcd collcge tcaching at Marshall Umvcrsuy in Wcs[
Virginia,” he said. “It is onc of the joys of my lifc. I think Scranton is a
great school.”

‘Wylenis currently teaching The Jewish Way of Lifc and J udalsm and
the Time of Jesus.

“The teachings in this book arc not my own,” Wylen said. “] havc
acquired them from my years of study. I sce them as valuable for people
of all rcligions, as well as thosc without strong religious beliefs.”

A signing and reception will be held for Wylen’s book on Friday,’
December 10, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the University Bookstore in
Hyland Hall.

“If the book draws pcoplcto amore rchglous pointinlilc, that would
pleasc me,” Wylen said. “But if it just makes them trcat one dnolhcr
better, that’s okay too.” : :
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By GARY KOELLHOFFER
Aquinas News Editor

Hellisnot getting any colder and
pigs still can’t fly, but Student Gov-
ernmentactually found a very funny
comedian for their Comedy Night
Series.

Renee Hicks, a comedian from
SanFrancisco who gotherbig break
on Donahue and MTV, came to the
Archives Friday night to perform.
Hicks, who shaves her head, started
the show with a series of jokes re-
garding her appearance.

“Pcople say that I look like the
girl onacoverof amagazine,” Hicks
said. “Of course they mean National
Geographic.”

“And most people would crawl
on the floor to avoid Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses,” Hicks said, “but when they
see me, they leave me alone.”

Hicks kept the crowd laughing
when she began to talk about the
University and college life.

“My god, it costs 17 grand to
come here?” Hicks asked. “That’s
too much — they would have to
give me a car to come here.:

“And what about your book-

storc? Do they buy your books
back?” Hicks asked. “Buying books
back? (With those prices), I belicve
that’s called stealing your books
back.

“Most times, you buy a book for
$90 and they’ll give you five bucks
for it,” Hicks said. “Five bucks?
Excuse me lady, but that book has
never even been opened!”

Hicks said that she thought of
going to Bible college because
“they’re only going to have one
book for me to buy,” but she wound
up majoring in “low-interest stu-
dent loans and beer drinking.”

Hicks learned to control her
drinking because “drink too much
and sometimes you wake up with
ugly people.

“There are no frats here?” Hicks
asked. “Geez, these Jesuits don’t
want you to have any fun.”

After discussing the many as-
pects of college life, Hicks went on
to talk about a variety of issues,
including television, skiing and foot-
ball.

“Theydon’tmakeTV showsthey .

way they used to,” Hicks said. “Re-
member the Incredible Hulk? The
Hulk wasmy rolemodel; they didn’t
have black superheroes so the Hulk
was green and I'm black — close
enough. '

“When I went to Utah, a lady
asked me why don’t more black
people ski?” Hicks said. “I told her
that it was because the snow looks
justlike cotton — and we don’t like
that!

“Sincealot of women are watch-
ing football now, advertisers are
going to have to change their ap-
proach,”Hicks said. “Men, imagine
watching football and drinking beer,
then thatdouche commercial comes
on — you can’t find the remote
control fast enough and suddenly
the beer takes on a vinegar taste.”

Hicks, who is going tobe on the
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Comedian Renee Hicks gestures to the audience during her performance
at10 p.m. on Friday in The Archives. Prior to coming to the University, Hicks
appeared on Donahue and MTV.

Arsenio Hall show, interacted in- -
credibly well with the crowd —
poking fun at one audience
member’s love of country music.

“I like rap music,” Hicks said,
“and one thing you’ll never have to
worry about is rap groups getting
together 30 years later for reunion
tours.

“And then there’s gospel rap,”
Hicks said. “They thoughtJesus was

~ the first rapper, you know ... untied

sandals, baggy robe. What would
they callhim—MCMessiah?,Jazzy
Jesus? — definitely not Vanilla
Christ.” .

Hicks recently co-hosted a
Geraldoepisode about ‘women who
are losing their hair’ and she has
completed a sit-com pilot called
“Jumpstart” which is currently be-
ing offered to NBC and other net-
works.

Happy Holidays from the
Common Ground Staff
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