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BY TOM McGONIGLE

The saga of the American
Melting Pot has been a saga of
oppressed immigrants struggling
to escape from the cellars of
social strata. As each group has
escaped, a new group has moved
in to bear the brunt of the cruel
bigotry which ‘“haves” feel com-
pelled to inflict wupon the
“have-not’s”.

The ‘“have-not’s” have taken
various forms; ‘‘shanty Irish,?
Eastern Europeans, Italians,
Jews, and “Okies’ are classicat
examples of the past. Today,
Blacks, Hispanics, and women
have fulfilled the role. Time has
mostly salved the wounds of the
former, and contemporary dis-
crimination is being gradually
relieved by Civil Rights, Affirma-
tive Action, ERA, and a host of
other measures. -

It has been said, however, that
if we didn’t have the downtrod-
den, we would invent them. There
seems to be an inherent need for
man’s inhumanity to man within
our culture. This inhumanity
manifests itself in very dehuman-
izing terms: mick, monkey,
dago, spic, nigger - the list is
sickeningly long.

Aside from pure semantics,
‘however, there exists an even
more insidious result of preju-
dice: the stagnation of individual
abilities because of race, creed,
or sex. *“Chinks” work in
laundries, ‘‘dumb broads” do
housework, and ‘“niggers” shine
shoes and sweep floors. These
groups, you see, are ‘“‘incapable”
of anything more ‘“taxing.”

Today, as they escape from the
stranglehold of stereotype, they
are quickly being replaced by a
new group - the student as nigger.

Across the nation more young
people than ever before are
pursuing higher learning. They
“ are, according to Forth of July
rhetoric, our ‘“hope for the
future,” our ‘“investment in
America.”

Unlike most portfolios, howev-
er, this investment is not handled
with tender care.

To begin, there is the stream of

abuse from your local ‘“working

class hero” type who continually
assails college kids for ‘‘escaping
to fantasy land.” When he was a
boy, you are assured, life was
tough. But, thanks to his Horatio
Alger-like struggle, we now live
in a virtual utopia. Remember to
thank him for his utopia as you
breath smog-infested air, pay
$1.00 per gallon for gasoline, and
vacation “on oil-spill marred
beaches.

Accounting and ‘‘hard” scien-
ces are probably okay to study,
according to this condescending
ignoramus. But, anyone in the
liberal arts is just a work-shirk-
ing, pointy-headed pinko fag who
just doesn’t want to meet reality.

And, of course, you are faced
with a dilemmna. How do you
explain the value and importance
of liberal education to such a
bigoted moron? Why are develop-
ing young minds scorned by the
mainstream of society?

A perusal of summer employ-
ment will reveal an even more
shocking form of prejudice. Here
we have the flower of American
youth, the pride of the future, the
supposed “Best and the Bright-
est’” cleaning bedpans and
pumping gas for the princely sum
of $2.00 an hour. Of course,
money isn’t everything, but these
jobs ain’t exactly fulfilling
careers either. Why is such an
abundance of talent wasted on

such menial labor? Are business-

es, industry, and government
really so—in .command of the
problems confronting them that
they can waste this young talent?

Empirically such a proposition is.

denied. It is utter madness that in
the wake of the current world
situation we can dismiss the
capabilities of college students.
Even here in the homefront,
second class status is main-
tained. The fact that you are
paying thousands of dollars to
attend college is forgotten in
almost all facets of the
University commmunity (save the
Treasurer’s office; they keep
turning out them bills.)
Dropping a course is a little like
being questioned by the Spanish
Inquisition and about as easy as

passing a camel through the eye
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of a needle. And there seems to be
some confusion as to the
employer-employee relationship
in teacher-student dealings.
Having a maximum cut policy
makes as much sense as if some
HEW bureaucrat would . call
Jimmy Carter and demand that
he be in the Oval Office at eight
sharp. Who is footing the bill
here? And shouldn’t the teacher
be required to provide classes
which are a pleasure rather than
an ordeal to sit through? Tenure
is nice and everything, but it
doesn’t put bread on the table -
you need us paying customers.

These complaints are no doubt
as old as the proverbial hills.
Plato probably complained that
Socrates assigned too many term
papers. But the problem is still
present. In the words of Mr.
Dangerfield, ‘“we don’t get no
respect.”

College students on the whole
are most capable and are most
deserving of a better lot. And it
seems we would all benefit if
students were allowed to fulfill
meaningful . roles rather than
sitting in the back of the bus.

(From Page 3)

accessible to the Aquinas from
the VPBM office indicate an
“overwhelming quantity of doc-

umented written charges and -

allegations” as Flanagan terms
them, supporting the inefficiency
and incompetency of the book-
store operation and. managerial
ineptitude.

“We were sorry we had to do it - :
(fire Brown),” Harrington said.

“But the explosiveness of his
attitude and inability to change
it, clearly led to his demise.”

The final Nov. 29 bookstore
committee meeting also took note
of Jim Brown’s attitude, ‘The
current manager of the bockstore
was criticized for permitting his
negative personality and volatile
temperament to adversely affect
bookstore operation.
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Stepping to the. Back of the Bus Thrd World Babnes
Need Your Help

BY SUSAN KARDOS

Infant formula sales in western
countries have declined in recent
years. This has sent formula
manufacturers looking for new
markets. They have found them
mostly in the Third ‘World. Major
manufacturers of baby foods

have heav1ly promoted their.

product in the Third World,
utilizing billboards, magazines,
newspapers, radic, and television
to encourage women to abandon
breast feeding in favor of bottle
feeding. The result has been
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by making 1t last longer, not
realizing the weakened formula
won’t provide the nourishment to
sustain life. In Barbados, 82
percent of mothers surveyed
were diluting the formula.

Infant malnutrition and mor-‘_

tality has increased. The evi-
dence is overwhelming. 713 of 717
children admitted to hospitals in
Sierra Leone for malnutrition
had been bottle fed. There are
many similar statisties.
Malnutrition causes irreversi-
ble brain damage and if

prolonged, it brings death. By the.
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and mortahty due to bottle
feeding.

Bottle feeding is less heaithy to
the infant. Consumer Reports

states, “When there is unclean

water, inadequate refrigeration,
poor home hygiene, or too little
money to buy enough formula,

. bottle feeding can be dangerous

and even fatal. The formula may
become contaminated, exposing

the infant to serious infection.” -

When a Third World woman
sees a picture of a fat, healthy
baby nursing from a bottle on the
wall of her. health clinic, she
believes it to be an endorsement.
One Nigerian mother fed her
baby mostly water, but with a

bottie and nipple she had seen on- -

a billboard. Others have filled

bottles with mixtures of water"

and cornstarch - a mixture which
looks like the formula they see
advertised.

| Bottle feeding is an unneces:
N . sary expense to the poor family.

For many, the cost of properly
feeding one child on formula can
cost 30 percent or more of a

" family’s income. Many mothers

dilvte the formula to save money

time “baby bottle disease” is
diagnosed, the mother’s ownmilk
has already dried up.

Nestle is the largest -company

pushing infant formula in the
Third World. They have ignored
moral arguments and continue'to
sell formula even though babies
are dying. The only way to get at
Nestle is to boycott _their
products. Targeted products are:
Taster’s Choice, Nescafe, Nes-
tle’s Quick, Nestle’s Crunch,
Nestea, and Libby, McNeille, and
Libby Products.

Please write to Nestle and tell
them you are boycotting their
products. Then tell them why.
The address is: .

Nestle Company Inc.

White Plains, New York 10605

If you want to learn more about
“Baby Bottle Disease’ come to
see the film ‘Baby Bottles,”
which will be shown Tuesday
April 4, 1978 at 8:00 PM.on the
third ﬂoor of the Stiident Center.

There will also be a discussion of.

the different ways one can try to
eliminate’ ‘“Baby Bottle
sease.’”’ -This program is being

_sponsored by Students for Life.
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